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A MESSAGE FROM CORO’S PRESIDENT & CEO

Coro was founded in 1942, during WWII, in an environment characterized by great uncertainty, rapid change, 
and a threat to democracy globally. We knew then and know now that our future depends on the strength, 
vision, and skill of our civic leaders – the ones we entrust to protect and advance our democracy. Our 
work is designed to bolster leaders and equip them with the tools and skills needed to lead adaptively in 
ambiguity, collaborate across differences, and serve the greater good. For over 80 years, Coro alumni have 
been characterized as community leaders who are prepared to work across traditional boundaries to tackle 
complex social, economic, and political challenges. 

Over the last few years, our world has become more acutely aware of the need for effective, adaptive 
leadership to steer us through times of uncertainty. Coro is committed to fostering thoughtful, collaborative 
leadership across all sectors to build a more sustainable, inclusive, and equitable future for all communities 
across Southern California. We at Coro continue to draw inspiration from Coro alumni who are tackling 
today’s complex challenges with creativity, collaboration, and courage, utilizing their Coro tools and 
community to serve those in need, making difficult decisions, all in service of the greater good. We remain 
committed to standing alongside you – our alumni leaders – and supporting you as you move yourselves, 
your communities, and our world forward. I want to remind you that whatever situation you might be facing, 
you have a great set of leadership tools and a community of alumni to help. 

We want to continue bringing transformative Coro training to even more emerging leaders and have big 
plans for 2024. I’m excited to announce the launch of our newest leadership development program: the 
Climate Resilience Leadership Network (CRLN). CRLN will foster robust leadership development in an 
experiential cohort-based program designed to awaken, build, and grow stewards needed to create and 
nurture healthier and more climate resilient communities in and across the Los Angeles region. 

I want to congratulate tonight’s honorees: Christine Essel, Pedro Pizarro, Corinne Verdery, and Supervisor 
Holly Mitchell. You are exemplary leaders who embody the spirit of Coro. We’re honored this evening to 
recognize your exceptional work and impact in service of Los Angeles and the communities you serve.  

I would like to thank our Board of Directors for their leadership, the Coro team for bringing Coro’s vision to life 
every day with ingenuity, vision, and care, and our community of program participants and alumni for trusting 
Coro to support their leadership journey. For those of you who have been partners and contributors alongside 
us for years, thank you for your steadfast commitment. For those of you who are just learning about our 
organization, we welcome you with open arms and look forward to all that we can achieve together.

Natalie Samarjian	
President/CEO & Coro Alumna, Coro Southern California

Dear Coro Supporters:

Today, the Coro Southern California family has gathered to celebrate Coro’s 48th 
Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala, honoring extraordinary civic leaders in our 
community. The Crystal Eagle Award and Alumni Impact Award are presented 
each year to visionary leaders whose civic contributions exemplify Coro’s mission 
and commitment to cultivating ethical, effective leadership. We relish this 
opportunity to pause and pay tribute to key visionary leaders who have had a 
transformative impact on the Southern California region and beyond. 

Dear Coro Friends and Supporters, 

Welcome to the 48th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala! For over 80 
years, Coro has been shaping and sending forth into our community 
leaders who are committed to and capable of strengthening the 
democratic principles and institutions that support our society. These 
individuals come from all walks of life and through Coro they receive 
opportunities to work in a variety of sectors.

Now more than ever, our mission matters. Events on the local, state, and federal levels have 
challenged the essence of what it means to self-govern. Coro has a pointedly non-partisan 
mission to develop leaders who can enlighten and inspire, build bridges, work across aisles, and 
hammer out practical solutions to real-world problems. It is a mission vital to the representative 
government we all cherish, and which our founders knew would always remain subject to 
challenge. 

Coro’s methodology is what makes our organization special. Based on experiential learning 
and political pragmatism, it remains unique among all other leadership programs. We make a 
significant impact both because of what we do and how we do it.  

We want to congratulate our 2023 award recipients – Christine Essel, Pedro Pizarro, Supervisor 
Holly Mitchell, and Corinne Verdery. They represent the type of civic leadership that Coro seeks 
to develop. We also want to thank all of you for supporting Coro and our award recipients, and 
for helping to make our community a better place to live and work. 

To those who have been our partners throughout the years, we say thank you for your steadfast 
commitment and loyalty. To those who may not be familiar with our organization, we invite you 
to learn more and to consider all that we can achieve together for our community, our state, and 
our nation.

Raúl Bustillos
Chair, Coro Board of Directors and Gala Committee

A MESSAGE FROM CORO’S  
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Christina has traveled to all seven continents to tell the world’s untold stories. From interviewing the world’s 
spiritual and political leaders, to reporting from war zones, to exposing and prompting change of corrupt 
policies, Christina’s passion for uncovering the truth transcends borders. The Emmy Award-winning  journalist, 
licensed pilot, Spanish speaker, and humanitarian has been a respected broadcaster in Los Angeles for over 
a decade. She was the only local reporter to report on the ground in Ukraine. In 2020, she was awarded L.A. 
Press Club’s Journalist of the Year.

Christina dreams about reporting from space and is passionate about ocean conservation and the 
environment. She has highlighted the issue from Antarctica and dived with hundreds of sharks to expose 
the shark finning industry. She has also traveled to the slowly disappearing island nation of Palau to discuss 
climate issues with President Thomas Remengesau, who appointed Christina as Goodwill Ambassador to 
the country. One of her most memorable reports was when the Dalai Lama invited Christina to his palace in 
India for an exclusive interview.

Her professional life has inspired her philanthropy. While on assignment, Christina met a young Afghan who 
had stepped on an IED near her war-ravaged home. The Children of War Foundation made the subsequent 
surgeries and prosthetics possible, and Christina was immediately inspired to get involved. She now serves 
on the board and has traveled on missions to Ukraine, Haiti, and the Middle East.

Christina is an ambassador to 88 Bikes, an NGO that fights child sex trafficking around the globe. She trekked 
through the Cambodian jungle with them to highlight the work they are doing to rescue girls as young as 
four. She took what she learned abroad to her work with the Los Angeles Police Department when she went 
undercover during an operation to target sex traffickers.

She was honored by the Senate for her work with underserved youth after serving as a big sister in the 
Big Brothers Big Sisters mentor program for more than a decade. Christina was also chosen from 10,000 
mentors as California’s Big Sister of the Year. 

Christina has worked extensively as an advocate for mental health awareness, foster youth, and unhoused 
families.

2023 GALA EMCEE

CHRISTINA PASCUCCI
Emmy Award-Winning Reporter & Anchor
Fox 11 Los Angeles

The Crystal Eagle Award is presented to individuals 

who exemplify excellence in effective leadership and 

dynamic community involvement. Their achievements 

demonstrate that, whether as an individual or on behalf of 

an organization, one can make a difference for the public 

good – a premise that lies at the very heart of Coro.

The Alumni Impact Award is presented to a Coro 

alum who has had a deep and transformative impact in 

Southern California and beyond through their leadership, 

service, civic life, and commitment to Coro.
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Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell serves on the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors. As the daughter of parents who 
were public servants and a third-generation Angeleno, Mitchell leads with a deep understanding of the vital safety net 
LA County provides to millions of families and is committed to ensuring that all residents can thrive.

Supervisor Mitchell is honored to represent the two million residents of Los Angeles County’s Second District – including 
the neighborhood she grew up in – Leimert Park, along with the cities of Carson, Compton, Culver City, El Segundo, 
Gardena, Hawthorne, Hermosa Beach, Inglewood, Lawndale, Los Angeles (portions), Manhattan Beach, Redondo 
Beach, and a dozen unincorporated communities.

Since being elected to the Board of Supervisors on November 3rd, 2020, Supervisor Mitchell has made poverty 
alleviation a countywide priority and has anchored an equitable recovery plan from the health and economic pandemic 
caused by COVID-19.

Within her first year as Supervisor, with support of the Board of Supervisors, Mitchell passed a landmark countywide 
guaranteed income program, made LA County the first in the nation to phase out urban oil drilling, and has strengthened 
the County’s ability to quickly respond to mental health crises among our unhoused residents.

Before serving on the first all women-led Board of Supervisors in the history of LA County, Mitchell served for a decade 
in the California Legislature as a representative for the 54th Assembly District and 30th Senate District, both in Los 
Angeles County. During her tenure she passed over 90 bills – including the landmark anti-hair discrimination law The 
CROWN Act, making California the first in the nation to pass this law ending hair discrimination.

Supervisor Mitchell became the first African American to serve as Chair of the Senate Budget and Fiscal Review 
Committee. Under her guidance, she helped the State of California successfully build its financial reserves with the 
passage of three consecutive state budgets — each totaling over $200 billion.

Early in her career, Supervisor Mitchell had transformative leadership opportunities serving as a Coro Fellow, a legislative 
advocate for Californians experiencing poverty at the Western Center on Law and Poverty, and working for pioneering 
legislative leaders like the Honorable Diane Watson.

Before running for public office, Supervisor Mitchell led Crystal Stairs for seven years, California’s largest nonprofit 
dedicated to child and family development. As CEO, she fought for low-income families across Los Angeles County to 
gain access to childcare and poverty prevention resources.

As a member of the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, Mitchell also serves on the boards of Los Angeles 
County Children and Families First (First 5 LA), Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Los Angeles 
Memorial Coliseum Commission, L.A. Care Health Plan, and Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts.

Supervisor Mitchell was awarded an honorary Doctorate Degree of Humane Letters from Charles Drew University and 
is a proud UC Riverside Highlander.

2023 CORO ALUMNI IMPACT AWARD

HON. HOLLY J. MITCHELL
Supervisor, Second District
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

Corinne Verdery assumed the role of Chief Executive Officer of Caruso, one of the largest and most admired 
privately held real estate development and management companies in the U.S., in September 2022. As CEO, 
Verdery is focused on continuing the stellar performance and growth the company has achieved since it 
was founded 36 years ago.

Verdery joined Caruso in 2016 and was previously Chief Development Officer, overseeing Caruso’s 
development business which includes acquisitions, design, construction and tenant services. Focusing on 
doubling the size of the company and its offerings in Southern California, she oversaw the development 
of the Forbes double five-star resort Rosewood Miramar Beach in Montecito and Palisades Village, a first 
of its kind mixed-use project in Pacific Palisades, as well as the acquisition of new Caruso properties. In 
addition, she managed new zoning approvals for expansion of The Lakes in Thousand Oaks and directed the 
renovation of significant tenant spaces across the Caruso portfolio.

Verdery has more than 30 years of experience specializing in the industry. She joined Caruso from 
NBCUniversal, where she was the Chief Real Estate Development Officer. In that position, she was 
responsible for overseeing the 25-year multibillion-dollar NBCUniversal Evolution Plan, a vital component 
to the company’s overall long-term growth and success. Prior to that role, Verdery held various executive 
positions within the company for well over a decade, including a global role where she planned and built 
projects — ranging from hotels to theme parks — in major cities worldwide.

Verdery was also SVP of Oasis West Realty/Alagem Capital Group, where she successfully spearheaded 
the development and entitlement process of The Beverly Hilton and the five-star Waldorf Astoria Hotel in 
Beverly Hills, which included the passage of a citywide ballot, 19 public hearings and a voter referendum.

Verdery graduated magna cum laude from Pepperdine University Graziadio Business School and cum laude 
from USC School of Architecture, where she was the recipient of the 2019 Distinguished Alumni Award. 
She currently serves on the Board of Trustees for The Archer School for Girls, where her twin daughters 
graduated from this past spring. 

2023 CRYSTAL EAGLE HONOREE

CORINNE VERDERY
Chief Executive Officer
Caruso



Pedro J. Pizarro is President and Chief Executive Officer of Edison International, the parent company of 
Southern California Edison (SCE), one of the nation’s largest electric utilities. Edison International is also the 
parent company of Edison Energy, a portfolio of competitive businesses providing commercial and industrial 
customers with energy management and procurement services. He is a member of Edison International’s 
board of directors.

Pizarro served as President of SCE from October 2014 through May 2016, when he was elected President 
of Edison International. He was elected Chief Executive Officer in October 2016. Previously, Pizarro was 
President of Edison Mission Energy (EME) and chaired its board of directors from 2011 until the sale of its 
assets to NRG Energy in April 2014. EME, a subsidiary of Edison International at the time, was an independent 
power producer that owned, leased, operated, and sold energy and capacity from electric power generation 
facilities and engaged in hedging and energy trading activities in competitive power markets. Pizarro joined 
Edison International in 1999, moved to SCE in 2001 and progressed through several leadership roles before 
joining EME.

Before his work at Edison International and SCE, Pizarro was a Senior Engagement Manager with McKinsey 
& Company in Los Angeles, providing management consulting services to energy, technology, engineering 
services, and banking clients. There, he developed corporate strategy, handled mergers and acquisitions, 
and oversaw operational and organizational engagements.

Pizarro earned a Ph.D. in chemistry from the California Institute of Technology (Caltech) and held National 
Science Foundation and Department of Defense graduate fellowships. He earned a bachelor’s degree in 
chemistry from Harvard University.

Pizarro was elected as a Vice Chair for the Edison Electric Institute in June 2020 and serves on the boards of 
Electric Power Research Institute, Caltech, and 3M. He served on the boards of the Analysis and Resilience 
Center for Systemic Risk, Argonne National Laboratory, Electric Power Supply Association, California Power 
Exchange, Colburn School, House Research Institute, Southern California Leadership Council, and Western 
Energy Institute.

Pizarro serves on the Electricity Subsector Coordinating Council, which is the principal liaison between the 
federal government and the electric power industry to prepare for and respond to national-level disasters or 
threats to critical infrastructure. Pizarro represented the electric industry on the Secretary of Energy Advisory 
Board (SEAB) and co-chaired the SEAB Innovation Working Group. Pizarro also served on California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom’s Task Force on Business and Jobs Recovery.

2023 CRYSTAL EAGLE HONOREE

PEDRO J. PIZARRO
President & CEO
Edison International

Christine Essel joined Southern California Grantmakers (SCG) as President and CEO in 2013. As President, she 
sets the strategic direction and priorities for the organization, overseeing programming, communications, 
member services, and public policy. Prior to joining SCG, Essel held leadership roles in the government, 
corporate, philanthropic, and nonprofit sectors, where she has shaped legislation and public and corporate 
policy. She brings a wealth of experience to SCG including a deep knowledge of the region and a passion 
for forging creative solutions to complex community challenges, along with extensive relationships and 
expertise in corporate philanthropy, finance, real estate development, government, and community relations. 
For over three decades, she worked at Paramount Pictures, serving as Senior Vice President, Government 
and Community Affairs, a department she built from the ground up. In that role, she was responsible for the 
studio’s philanthropic efforts and for shaping Paramount’s civic presence while managing all political and 
legislative activity, corporate social responsibility, and fundraising activities. During her tenure she was also 
responsible for overseeing in excess of $500 million in real estate development projects on the studio lot.

Most recently, she served as CEO for the Community Redevelopment Agency of the City of Los Angeles 
(CRA/LA), with an annual budget exceeding $600 million, a staff of 260 employees, and 32 project areas 
throughout the City of Los Angeles. In response to a statewide call by the legislature, Essel’s leadership 
helped lay a critical foundation for the dissolution of the agency, leading to a successful redistribution of 
resources for schools and local governments, while ensuring the completion of many crucial affordable 
housing projects and other developments vitally important to the economic growth of the region.

She has been named to numerous Boards and Commissions over the years, serving as chair of the California 
Film Commission, the Los Angeles Community Redevelopment Agency, the Hollywood Community 
Advisory Council, Alternative Living for the Aging, and Central City Association. She also served as Vice ‐Chair 
of the California Workforce Investment Board and FilmLA and was a member of the powerful Los Angeles 
World Airports Commission, Grand Avenue Project Joint Powers Authority and Los Angeles Development 
Fund. Essel has been honored by esteemed organizations such as City of Hope, National Women’s Political 
Committee, Alternative Living for the Aging, Weingart Center Partners, Central City Association, and the 
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce. In 2016, she received the Leader of the Year Award from the Southern 
California Leadership Network. She was named to the NonProfit Times “Power and Influence Top 50” in 2016 
and 2017.

2023 CRYSTAL EAGLE HONOREE

CHRISTINE ESSEL
President & CEO
Southern California Grantmakers



CRYSTAL EAGLE HONOREES 
1        -2022  75 9

Gail Abarbanel
Aileen Adams
Caroline Ahmanson
David E. Anderson
Robert O. Anderson
Roy and Betty Anderson
Phil Angelides
Raul Anaya
Anna Bing Arnold
Charmaine Atherton
Gene Autry
Sheriff Lee Baca
Chief Charlie Beck
Dr. Arnold O. Beckman 
Judy Belk
Walter F. Beran
Chancellor Gene Block
Hon. Tom Bradley
Thornton Bradshaw
Eli Broad
Margaret Martin Brock
Tom Brokaw
Hon. Edmund “Pat” Brown, Sr.
Kathleen Brown
Elise Buik
Hon. Yvonne Brathwaite Burke
Edward C. Carter
Dorothy Chandler
Otis Chandler
Wendy Chang
Hon. John Chiang
Carol and John Connell
Paul Conrad
Maria Contreras-Sweet
Bruce C. Corwin
The DARE Program
Geena Davis
Ronald F. Deaton
Anita DeFrantz

Cástulo de la Rocha 
Albert A. Dorskind
Alice Drucker
Maria Elena Durazo
Jaime Escalante
Hon. Vic Fazio
Hon. Dianne Feinstein
Hon. John Ferraro
Deborah Flint
Peggy Funkhouser
Daniel P. Garcia
John Gardner
Wendy Garen
Dr. Samuel Genensky
Walter B. Gerken
Dennis Gilbert
Elinor M. Glenn
Johnny Grant
John Greenwood
Linda Griego
Great Western Financial Corporation
GTE
Dan Guerrero
Juana Beatriz Gutierrez
“Sweet Alice” Harris
Jill Halverson
Hon. Augustus F. Hawkins
Hon. Gary K. Hart
Bill Hauck
Philip M. Hawley
Tracy Hernandez
Dr. Uri Herscher
Hon. Robert Hertzberg
Fran Inman
The James Irvine Foundation
Robert Jernigan
Rafer Johnson
Kaiser Permanente
Bruce Karatz

George Kieffer
Larry King
Arnold J. Kleiner
Hon. Don Knabe
Jessie J. Knight Jr.
John Kobara
Joanne Kozberg
Hon. Thomas H. Kuchel
Robin Kramer
Stuart Kwoh
Janet Lamkin
Lilly V. Lee
The Los Angeles Dodgers
Hon. Jerry Lewis
Steve Lopez
Joe Lumarda
Vilma S. Martinez
MCA Inc.
George J. McKenna III
George Mihlsten
Gloria Molina
Kerry Morrison
Hon. Dorothy Nelson
Jerold B. Neuman
Frederick Nicholas
Ninth Street Elementary School
Hon. Alex Padilla
Joan Palevsky
E. Grace Payne
Jim Peck
Michael Peevey
Hon. John A. Perez
Katherine and Thomas Pike
Hon. Richard Riordan
William R. Robertson
Hon. Mike Roos
Cristina Rose
Dr. Robert K. Ross
Barry Sanders
Miguel A. Santana 
Martha Saucedo

Self-Help Graphics and Art, Inc.
Ruth Seymour
Rocco C. Siciliano
Elizabeth C. Snyder
Steve Soboroff
Hilda Solis
Darrell Steinberg
Leigh Steinberg
Jack Steiny
Beatriz Olvera Stotzer
Bill Stout
Peter Taylor
Dr. Cynthia A. Telles
Frederick O. Terrell
Tanya Tull
Hon. Rick Tuttle
Hon. Jesse M. Unruh
The Reverend Montsignor Royale Vadakin
Jack Valenti
Andrea Van de Kamp 
Paul Vandeventer
Gaddi Vasquez
Esther Villa
Daniel D. Villanueva, Sr.
Watts Health Systems, Inc.
Phil Washington
Dennis Weaver
Tom Wheeler
Harold Williams
Hon. Pete Wilson
Rabbi Alfred Wolf
Honorable Zev Yaroslavsky
Caprice Young
Chancellor Charles Young
Paul Ziffren
Hon. Dennis Zinc

Alan Gershman
Billie Greer

ALUMNI IMPACT AWARD HONOREES
2021-2022



2023 CRYSTAL EAGLE AWARDS GALA COMMITTEE

GALA CHAIR

Raúl Bustillos
Bank of America

GALA COMMITTEE

Kellie Hawkins 
EKA

CORO STAFF

Akeeb Tejani 
Manager, 
Programs & Operations

Monette Borigsay
Director, 
Development & 
Communications

Carson Bruno
Vice President,
Growth

Abril Iñiguez-Rivas
Senior Director, 
Training & Programs

Vicki P. Klopsch
Vice President, 
Training & Programs

Kaya Plansker 
Senior Director, 
Training & Programs

Olivia Ray
Director, 
Development & 
Communications

Hira Shah 
Program Manager

Callie Spaide
Senior Manager,
Recruitment & 
Alumni Relations

Natalie Samarjian
President & CEO

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Rusty Hicks
Chair of the California 
Democratic Party

Ronald J. Greitzer
Los Angeles Fiber and 
Reliance Carpet Cushion

Zanku Armenian
Southern California Edison

Stephen Cheung
World Trade Center Los 
Angeles; Los Angeles 
County Economic 
Development Corporation

Ari Engelberg
Harvard-Westlake School

Naomi Fink
Europacifica Consulting

Andrea Foggy-Paxton
Foggy-Paxton Consulting, 
LLC.

Kellie Hawkins
EKA

Jennifer Hernandez
Holland & Knight

Shari Davis
Santa Monica College 
Public Policy Institute

Fesia Davenport 
County of Los Angeles

Tod Gimbel 
Enliven Advisory

Jasson Crockett
Snap, Inc.

Arun Baheti 
The California Wellness 
Foundation

Marla Bleavins
Port of Los Angeles

Areen Ibranossian
Chief Strategies

Suzy Jack
The Eli and Edythe Broad 
Foundation

Karly Katona, SECRETARY
Trifiletti Consulting, Inc.

Ruben Duran
Best Best & Krieger LLP

Audrey Handelman
Gensler

Alina Moran
Dignity Health - California 
Hospital Medical Center

Jennifer McElyea 
Ethos Real Estate

Allen Narcisse
Gigs

Abigail Nishimoto
SoCalGas

Grover Burthey 
PIMCO

Simon Bluestone 
Stantec

Lindsey Kozberg
The Smidt Foundation

Betsy O’Brien, TREASURER
JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Jenny Punsalan Delwood, 
VICE CHAIR
Office of LA Mayor Karen Bass

Jonathan Schreiber
Cedars-Sinai

Lisa Trifiletti
Trifiletti Consulting, Inc.

Ronald W. Wong
Imprenta Communications 
Group

Nicolas Zevallos 
22-23 Fellows Program 
Board Representive; Office 
of LA Mayor Karen Bass

Matthew Welsh
Indivior

Bob Wicke
Deloitte Consulting LLP

Jenna Watkinson
Kaiser Permanente

Raúl Bustillos, CHAIR
Bank of America

Shari Davis 
Santa Monica College
Public Policy Institute



Coro’s mission is to strengthen the democratic process by preparing 

individuals for effective and ethical civic leadership. Coro prepares 

diverse groups of individuals to deal creatively and effectively with 

the challenges of democratic governance, enabling them to make 

responsible decisions in the face of change and ambiguity. Found in 

every sector and in all professions, Coro alumni create, govern, and 

guide with extraordinary skill, vision, and excellence.

Our MissionOur Mission



Among the most prestigious and well-recognized post-graduate fellowships in the country,  

the Coro Fellows Program in Public Affairs (FPPA) is a nine-month, full-time program that 

uses the region as a classroom to train the next generation of civic leaders. Today’s complex 

world presents constantly evolving challenges and opportunities, creating an increasing 

need for versatile leaders with the ability to forge connections and lead across the nonprofit, 

business, labor, political, and government sectors. Competitively selected, Fellows join a 

cohort encompassing a wide range of communities, interests, ideologies, and experiences.

FELLOWS PROGRAM IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS

“The Coro Fellowship was an eye-opening 

experience that provided access to the inner 

workings of public affairs that drive our day-to-

day life. The program’s cohort-based learning was 

the most meaningful for me because it forced 

thoughtful and proactive approaches to leadership. 

The learning opportunities, mentorship, and most 

importantly, the challenges Coro created for me are 

experiences I will cherish and lean on throughout 

my professional journey.”

- Luis Huerta
Fellows Program in  
Public Affairs, 2023

Coro’s Youth Fellows Program (YFP) is a transformative youth leadership program that 

trains high school students to become active citizens who assume leadership roles in their 

schools and communities. Through Coro training and internship placements, the program 

increases Youth Fellows’ abilities in critical thinking and goal setting, ultimately giving them 

the skills to become effective collaborators and leaders. By supporting young people from 

diverse backgrounds to develop their leadership potential, YFP builds a pipeline of Southern 

California leaders with the skills to shape the future of our region.

YOUTH FELLOWS PROGRAM

“Being a part of the Coro Youth Fellows Program 
has been an invaluable experience. I’ve learned 
how not only to be a more effective leader, but 
also how to step out of my comfort zone as a 
leader according to context. I’ve enjoyed working 
with such a diverse, intelligent, and unique 
group of Fellows, as well as reflecting on myself 
internally and with the help of others. Coro has 
equipped me with the tools, introspection, and 
skills to be ready to accomplish my goals and any 
challenges I face in the future.” 

- Kina Desai
Youth Fellows, 2023



Coro Lead LA is a part-time leadership development program for diverse, cross-sectoral 

professionals looking to 1) expand their professional network, 2) gain time-tested leadership 

skills to enhance their work, and 3) learn more about the Greater Los Angeles region and 

how they can create impact, regardless of their professional role and responsibilities. 

Across nine months and leveraging Coro’s time-tested experiential learning, Coro Lead LA 

provides regional professionals with expanded capacity to drive impactful, lasting solutions 

at work and in their communities.

LEAD LA

“My time with Lead LA provided me a safe 

space to practice leadership. The sessions 

were opportunities for me to leverage my 

leadership strengths during pressure tests while 

simultaneously stretching me to live beyond 

my defaults during moments of challenge. I’m 

walking away from my time with Coro with practical 

leadership frameworks I can use throughout my 

career to engage with different stakeholders to 

create solutions to complex issues.”

- Maria Morfin
Lead LA, 2023

The Coro Women in Leadership (WIL) program empowers participants by supporting their 

leadership development and building a cross-sectoral network of women professionals 

across Southern California.

This program provides an opportunity for women to strengthen their leadership skills and 

expand their professional network through a series of five two-day sessions. Over the course 

of more than 60+ hours of professional development, cohorts of around 30 women learn 

to harness their own unique leadership abilities and approach challenges and professional 

goals head on with the support of a diverse community of women.

WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP

“Being in WIL has shown me who I am as a leader. 

It has helped me identify my strengths, understand 

my adaptive leadership style, increase my inquiry 

processes, and has boosted my confidence. It has 

given me a strong network of sisters to lean into 

and stay connected with for life.”

- Shaunelle Curry
Women in Leadership,  
Fall 2022



The Coro Workforce Leadership Network (WLN) provides diverse cross-sectoral cohorts 

of professionals working across and within the issues of workforce development, human 

capital capacity building, and the future of work with the leadership and management skills  

and meaningful professional networks to expand their capacity for impact within their teams, 

organizations, and across the region.

WLN enables participants to enhance their knowledge of the workforce development 

challenges and solutions (and the systems in which those challenges and solutions lie) by 

learning from their cohort of peers and leaders across the workforce development field.

WORKFORCE LEADERSHIP NETWORK

“I initially joined Coro to connect with other 

professionals in the field of workforce  

development, but I ended up gaining so 

much more. I discovered the value of my own 

experiences and successes. I also discovered 

my voice as a leader through meaningful and 

intentional conversations and connections.” 

- Angela Castellanos
Workforce Leadership  
Network, 2023

The Coro Executive Leadership Network (ELN) convenes seasoned leaders across diverse 

sectors for a collaborative, part-time leadership training intensive. Participants expand their 

leadership mindsets and strategies and cultivate a thriving professional network of peers 

ready to problem solve together over the course of six months.

Designed to tackle the “lone wolf” challenge many executives and senior leaders experience, 

ELN bridges intensive cohort-learning methodology, enabling deep exploration of 

organization and professional challenges with a lens of institutionalizing change and impact, 

with one-on-one executive coaching and relationship building to drive personal growth and 

networking building.

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP NETWORK

“ELN was way beyond my expectations. I was 

introduced to new ways of thinking, challenged 

both professionally and personally, lifted up by my 

peers, and welcomed into a dynamic and caring 

community of leaders. The ELN experience was 

one of the best professional growth opportunities 

I have had in my 30 year career.” 

- Julie Bank
Executive Leadership 
Network, 2023



The Coro Housing & Houselessness Leadership Network (HHLN) provides a cross-sector 

cohort of housing and houselessness professionals, including service providers, advocates, 

policymakers, affordable housing developers, and beyond, with the leadership skills 

and networks to advance their capacity to ignite action, impact, and solutions within their 

organizations and across the region.

Participants learn from 1) peer coaching, 2) experienced leadership facilitators, including 

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging (DEIB), Adaptive Leadership, and human-centered 

design facilitators, and 3) the broader Coro and regional leadership community through Coro’s 

unique blend of experiential programming to stretch professional and management skill sets.

HOUSING & HOUSELESSNESS 
LEADERSHIP NETWORK

Coro offers customized training for teams and organizations through Coro X, responding to 

the leadership and professional development needs of organizations and teams, ranging 

from team- to skill-building opportunities. Each Coro X training will look different as Coro 

works with you to craft the duration and content. Coro X trainings are great for professionals 

and college and high school students. Consider Coro as your professional and leadership 

development provider with Coro X. 

CORO X

•	 Bright Star Schools

•	 Capital Group

•	 Cedars-Sinai

•	 Central City Association of Los Angeles

•	 City of Costa Mesa

•	 Council on Climate Action

•	 Downtown Santa Monica, Inc.

•	 Emerging Practitioners in Philanthropy

•	 Equality California

•	 Harvard-Westlake School

•	 Los Angeles Unified School District

•	 Mirman School

•	 Office of the LA Mayor, Mayor’s Youth 
Council on Climate Action

•	 Orange County LAFCO

•	 Pepperdine School of Public Policy

•	 Port of Long Beach

•	 Project ECHO

•	 Sequoyah High School

•	 South Park BID

•	 Healthforce Center at UCSF

•	 University of California, Los Angeles

Previous Coro X clients have included: 

“I valued being given a space to engage myself 

as a diverse leader and not just a single note 

representative of an organization or societal 

problem. I felt pushed to explore  myself and I 

value the deep relationships I fostered. I feel like 

I walked out with a family and a coalition that can 

innovate and change the future of homelessness.” 

 

- Monique Alvarado
Housing & Houselessness  
Leadership Network, 2023



CRLN fosters robust leadership 

development in an experiential cohort-based 

program designed to awaken, build, and 

grow stewards needed to create and nurture 

healthier and more resilient communities in 

the Los Angeles region. Coro will welcome 

the inaugural cohort in February 2024.  

Learn more at corola.org/crln.

Following the recent Coro Southern California 

- Southern California Leadership Network 

(SCLN) merger, Coro will become the new 

home for the Riordan Leadership Institute 

program, which has empowered individuals 

to leverage their leadership capacity through 

nonprofit board involvement and participation. 

Coro anticipates relaunching this program in 

Fall 2024.

NEW PROGRAMS COMING SOON

CLIMATE RESILIENCE  
LEADERSHIP NETWORK (CRLN) 

RIORDAN LEADERSHIP  
INSTITUTE PROGRAM

Scan to Nominate Yourself or Others

for a Coro Program



CORO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

 would like to give a special thanks to all of our 

supporters and sponsors. We could not contnue 

to fulfill our mission without your contributions.

Thank YouThank You

GOLD
Caruso
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

SILVER
ECMC Foundation
Latham & Watkins LLP
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California

BRONZE
Annenberg Foundation
Bain & Company
The California Wellness Foundation
Comcast NBCUniversal
Corwin Family Foundation
Deloitte Consulting LLP
Ehrlich Family Fund
The Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation
Imprenta Communications Group
Joanne Kozberg & Lindsey Kozberg
Kaiser Permanente
Montgomery Clark Advisors
MUFG
Stantec
United Airlines

FRIENDS
AT&T
Avery Dennison Foundation
Collaborate
Grover Burthey
Ian D. Campbell & Erin K. Herndon, M.D.
Kalustian Strategies/Brookhurst Development Corp
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP
Mayer Brown LLP
McCourt Partners
Rodriguez Horii Choi & Cafferata LLP
Ron & Carolyn Greitzer
Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District

PREMIER
Campbell Strategy & Advocacy
Craig Lawson & Co., LLC | Land Use Consultants
Gensler
Neighborhood Forward

FELLOWS
Achieving America Family Foundation
Anderson Real Estate
Angeleno Group
Best Best & Krieger
Billie Greer
Bruce Wessel & Gail Katz
Carol Liu & Mike Peevey
CBRE
Central City Association of Los Angeles
Cristina Rose & Scott FitzRandolph
Dignity Health California Hospital Medical Center
Dwight Stuart Youth Fund
EKA
First 5 LA
FivePoint
IW Group
Jonelle Procope & Frederick O. Terrell

JP Morgan Chase
Law Office of Baker, Burton & Lundy, P.C.
Los Angeles County Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell
Los Angeles County Supervisor Kathryn Barger
Marathon Communications
Metro
Michelson Philanthropies
Moelis
Paramount Pictures
The Ralph M. Parsons Foundation
Shari Davis & Michael Dubin
Southern California Grantmakers
Sugerman Communications Group, Inc.
Verizon
Verdery Family
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

AD SUPPORTERS
A.F. Gilmore Company & The Original Farmers Market
Amy & Ted Kahan
Carol and James Collins Foundation
David Bohnett Foundation
Dirango
Foggy Paxton Consulting, Andrea Foggy-Paxton 
   FP LA 95
The Herb Alpert Foundation
H.O.W. LLC
Linscott, Law & Greenspan, Engineers
Lulu’s Place
Meridian West Associates
Nielsen Merksamer, LLP
Port of Long Beach
SEIU Local 721

*Sponsor list as of September 23, 2023 

EVENT SPONSORS
PLATINUM
Bank of America
Cedars-Sinai
Edison International
Hueston Hennigan LLP



PLATINUM SPONSORS

Bank of America

Cedars-Sinai

Edison International

Hueston Hennigan LLP

Crystal Eagle 
Awards Gala
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TOGETHER, WE HAVE THE POWER TO  
BUILD A CLEAN ENERGY FUTUREWe are proud to support Coro Southern California

EDISON INTERNATIONAL  
CONGRATULATES PEDRO J. PIZARRO 
AND TONIGHT’S 2023 HONOREES

P L A T I N U M  S P O N S O R



“Litigation

      Powerhouse”

“Maximum Trial

      Threat”

Chambers

Legal 500

Crystal Eagle Awards Honorees
Christine Essel, President and CEO                
Southern California Grantmakers                   

Pedro J. Pizarro, President and CEO
Edison International 

Corinne Verdery, Chief Executive Officer
Caruso

Coro Alumni Impact Honoree
Hon. Holly J. Mitchell, Supervisor, Second District
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

Congratulations to the honorees.

Hueston Hennigan is proud to sponsor

CORO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

48TH ANNUAL CRYSTAL
EAGLE AWARDS GALA

P L A T I N U M  S P O N S O R



GOLD SPONSORS

Caruso

Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

Crystal Eagle 
Awards Gala
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SILVER SPONSORS

ECMC Foundation

Latham & Watkins LLP

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power

Metropolitan Water District of Southern California

Crystal Eagle 
Awards Gala



@ECMCFoundation

@ECMCFoundation

@ECMCFoundation

ECMC Foundation

Learn more at www.ecmcfoundation.org.

Our mission is to improve higher education for 
career success among underserved populations 
through evidence-based innovation.

Congratulations to 
tonight’s Crystal 
Eagle Awards 
Honorees.

S I L V E R  S P O N S O R



LW.com

Latham & Watkins proudly supports the

48th Annual Crystal Eagle 
Awards Gala
We congratulate honorees

Hon. Holly J. Mitchell
Supervisor, Second District, Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

Corinne Verdery
Chief Executive Officer, Caruso 

Pedro J. Pizarro
President and CEO, Edison International

Christine Essel
President and CEO, Southern California Grantmakers

for their impact on leadership, service,  
and civic life in Southern California

S I L V E R  S P O N S O R



BUILDING A STRONGER L.A.
THROUGH SERVICE, INNOVATION 
AND OPPORTUNITY
LADWP proudly joins Coro Southern California in 
celebrating the visionary leaders that are transforming  
Los Angeles and the Southern California region.

ladwp.com

S I L V E R  S P O N S O R S I L V E R  S P O N S O R



BRONZE SPONSORS

Annenberg Foundation

Bain & Company

The California Wellness Foundation

Comcast NBCUniversal

Corwin Family Foundation

Deloitte Consulting LLP

Ehrlich Family Fund

The Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation

Imprenta Communications Group

Joanne Kozberg & Lindsey Kozberg

Kaiser Permanente

Montgomery Clark Advisors

MUFG

Stantec

United Airlines

Crystal Eagle 
Awards Gala



ANNENBERG .ORG

48th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala

Annenberg Foundation

Coro Southern California
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT

ON THE OCCASION OF THEIR

B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R



Coro’s 2023 honorees.  

Cal Wellness salutes  

your visionary leadership, and  

we appreciate your  

dedication to creating a healthy  

Los Angeles region.

The mission of The California Wellness Foundation is to protect and improve the  
health and wellness of the people of California by increasing access to health care,  

quality education, good jobs, healthy environments and safe neighborhoods.

B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R

Proud to Support 
Coro Southern California

We celebrate the accomplishments of 
tonight's honorees: Corinne Verdery, Christine 
Essel, Holly Mitchell, Pedro Pizarro. 
We congratulate you on tonight's recognition!

B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R



Congratulations to CORO  

on another wonderful year. 

A warm congratulations to  

tonight’s outstanding honorees:

Corinne Verdery

Holly J. Mitchell

Pedro Pizarro

Christine Essel

We salute you for your years  

of civic leadership.

- The Corwin Family

B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R

Deloitte congratulates 

  

Pedro Pizarro  

 

on being recognized with the Coro Crystal 

Eagle Award for his leadership and service 

to the southern California community, and 

Coro’s continued success in developing 

effective and ethical leaders.

B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R



Congratulations to the Coro Board and 

Natalie Samarjian for their leadership in 

serving our many communities.

Ehrlich Family Fund

B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R



B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R

Congratulations to:

Chris Essel

Supervisor Holly Mitchell

Pedro Pizarro &

Corinne Verdery

 

And thank you for letting us 

honor you in support of Coro!

 

Joanne Corday Kozberg and  

Lindsey Kozberg

B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R



Here for you when you need us most.
Kaiser Permanente is a proud supporter of CORO Southern California. 

We deliver proactive preventive care that’s proven to keep you healthy, and world-class treatment if you do get 
sick. Choose Kaiser Permanente, and get high-quality, personalized care, designed to help you spend more 
healthy years doing more of what you love. Learn more at kp.org

For all that is Los Angeles. For all that is you.

Montgomery Clark Advisors salutes the great 

work of this year’s 2023 Crystal Eagle Awards 

Honorees, with a special congratulations to 

our friend through the years, Corinne Verdery.

 

Loren Montgomery, Fellows Class ‘92/93

Holly Williams, Women in Leadership Cohort 7 ‘22

Congratulations

Christine Essel

LA County Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell

Pedro J. Pizarro

Corinne Verdery

and a special congratulations to the Coro 

Fellows Class of 2023-24

B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R



MUFG Bank, Ltd.
A member of MUFG, a global financial group

The impact 
of true vision.
There’s nothing more powerful than leaders who motivate  
those around them with a strong sense of purpose.  
At MUFG, we salute visionaries who lead by example  
and inspire greatness.

We are proud to support Coro’s Crystal  
Eagle Award Gala and Dr. Pedro Pizarro.

©2023 MUFG Bank, Ltd. All rights reserved. The MUFG logo and name is a service mark of Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group, Inc., and is used 
by MUFG Bank, Ltd., with permission. 

B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R

Great things 
happen when the 
best and brightest 
come together 
to build on each 
other’s talents.

At Stantec, we 
don’t just know 
this—we live it.

CHRISTINE ESSEL
President and CEO
Southern California 

Grantmakers

CORINNE VERDERY
Chief Executive Offi  cer

Caruso

HON. HOLLY J. MITCHELL
Supervisor, Second District

Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors

PEDRO J. PIZARRO
President and CEO
Edison International

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS YEAR’S HONOREES

Crystal Eagle Awards Honorees Coro Alumni Impact Honoree

B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R
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FELLOWS SPONSORS

JP Morgan Chase  
Law Office of Baker, Burton & Lundy, P.C.

Los Angeles County Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell
Los Angeles County Supervisor Kathryn Barger

Marathon Communications
Metro

Michelson Philanthropies
Moelis

Paramount Pictures
The Ralph M. Parsons Foundation

Shari Davis & Michael Dubin
Southern California Grantmakers

Sugerman Communications Group, Inc.
Verdery Family

Verizon
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

FELLOWS SPONSORS

Achieving America Family Foundation
Anderson Real Estate

Angeleno Group
Best Best & Krieger

Billie Greer
Bruce Wessel & Gail Katz
Carol Liu & Mike Peevey

CBRE
Central City Association of Los Angeles

Cristina Rose & Scott FitzRandolph
Dignity Health California Hospital Medical Center

Dwight Stuart Youth Fund
EKA

First 5 LA
FivePoint
IW Group

Jonelle Procope & Frederick O. Terrell

Crystal Eagle 
Awards Gala



F E L L O W S  S P O N S O R S

ANGELENO GROUP IS 
PROUD TO SUPPORT 
CORO'S 48TH ANNUAL 

CRYSTAL EAGLE 
AWARDS GALA

SPECIAL 
CONGRATULATIONS 
TO PEDRO PIZARRO

ANGELENO GROUP

GROWTH CAPITAL FOR NEXT 

GENERATION CLEAN ENERGY & 

CLIMATE SOLUTIONS

We salute Coro & 2023 Honorees 

for your long history of generous work for 

California’s public and philanthropic sectors.

Thank you!

Molly Munger & Steve English

Achieving America Family Foundation

Anderson Real Estate congratulates  

 

Coro Crystal Eagle Award honorees  

Corinne Verdery, Pedro Pizarro, and Chris 

Essel; as well as Alumni Impact Award 

Honoree Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell  

 

for their impact on leadership, service, civic life, 

and commitment to Coro Southern California.

F E L L O W S  S P O N S O R S



“If you have decided to change the world, don’t read the books about the 
dimensions of the world.  Be like a meteorite; strike the world with your 

ideas with utter courage and with infinite fearlessness!”
 - Mehmet Murat Ildan 

Courageous and fearless, each of CORO’s 2023 honorees has tackled 
critical issues impacting our city, county and state - bringing about 

meaningful change.  So, it is with great admiration, I salute…

CORO EAGLE HONOREES
Chris Essel

Pedro Pizarro
Corinne Verdery

CORO ALUMNI IMPACT HONOREE
Holly Mitchell

Sending you my love, on this evening of celebration  
and renewed hope for what lies ahead, 

Billie Greer

We support Coro Southern 
California’s efforts to inspire the 
next generation of leaders.

Congratulations to the 2023 
Crystal Eagle Awards recipients.

bbklaw.com

F E L L O W S  S P O N S O R SF E L L O W S  S P O N S O R S

CONGRATULATIONS,
CORO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

AND ALL HONOREES!



Learn more at cbre.com/losangeles

CBRE congratulates this year’s 
Coro Crystal Eagle Awards Honorees. 

We recognize and celebrate these visionary leaders 
for their excellence across the private and public 
sectors in Southern California.

Jessica Lall
Managing Director 
Downtown Los Angeles
jessica.lall@cbre.com

Learn more at cbre.com/losangeles

CBRE congratulates this year’s 
Coro Crystal Eagle Awards Honorees. 

We recognize and celebrate these visionary leaders 
for their excellence across the private and public 
sectors in Southern California.

Jessica Lall
Managing Director 
Downtown Los Angeles
jessica.lall@cbre.com

F E L L O W S  S P O N S O R S F E L L O W S  S P O N S O R S



“Do not go where the path may lead, go 

instead where there is no path  

and leave a trail behind.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Congratulations, Holly, Chris,  

Pedro & Corinne!

We applaud you for blazing those trails!

With our admiration,

Carol Liu & Mike Peevey

Cristina Rose & Scott FitzRandolph

Mary Nichols

Jackie Filla & Steve Nissen

Diane Wittenberg & David Minning

F E L L O W S  S P O N S O R S F E L L O W S  S P O N S O R S



First 5 LA congratulates 
this year’s Crystal Eagle 
Award Honorees and 
applaud their visionary 
leadership.

We thank Coro Alumni
Impact Honoree
Honorable Holly J. Mitchell
for her continued advocacy 
and commitment to
Los Angeles County’s 
youngest children and
their families. 

First 5 LA is a leading early childhood advocate organization created by California voters to invest Proposition 10 tobacco tax
revenues in Los Angeles County. In partnership with others, First 5 LA strengthens families, communities and systems of services

and supports so that tall children in L.A. County enter kindergarten ready to succeed in school and life.
Please visit First5LA.org for more information.

FivePoint congratulates Coro Southern California and 

the 2023 Crystal Eagle Award Honorees. Coro’s mission 

to develop and mentor leaders who understand the 

power of collaboration is more critical today than ever. 

F E L L O W S  S P O N S O R SF E L L O W S  S P O N S O R

© 2023 JPMorgan Chase & Co. 

Congratulations to all the Crystal Eagle Award 
recipients on your well-deserved recognition.

Thank you for using your voice, vision and 
extraordinary leadership in serving the people 
and businesses of Southern California.

JPMorgan Chase is proud to support Coro  
and celebrate our region’s exceptional 
community leaders!

Celebrating 
leadership

jpmorganchase.com/impact



@SupervisorBarger         
@KathrynBarger
@SupervisorKathrynBarger
KathrynBarger.LACounty.gov

Thank you to
Coro Southern California

for equipping, uplifting, and investing
in the next generation of leaders.

Congratulations to the deserving honorees!

Christine Essel
Pedro J. Pizarro

Corinne Verdery
Supervisor Holly Mitchell

515 Pier Avenue, Hermosa Beach, CA 310-376-9893

Your  Lega l  L i f eguards

T h e  m e a n i ng  o f  l i f e  i s  to  fi n d  y o u r  g i i .
T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  l i f e  i s  to  g i v e  i t  aw a y .

                    P i c a s s o

We  c e l e br ate  ton ig ht ’s  h on ore e s  
a n d  t h a n k  y o u  e a c h  f or  
g i v i ng  y o u r  g i i s  to  o u r  c om mu n i t y.

www.BakerBur tonLundy.com

F E L L O W S  S P O N S O R SF E L L O W S  S P O N S O R S

48TH ANNUAL CRYSTAL EAGLE AWARDS GALA48TH ANNUAL CRYSTAL EAGLE AWARDS GALA

Mitchell.LACounty.Gov @Holly4LACounty @HollyJMitchell

Proud to support 
CORO SOUTHERN

CALIFORNIA! 
Thank you, Coro, for your commitment

to preparing leaders to positively
impact our communities.



Congratulations and Thank You 

Corinne Verdery 

Christine Essel 

Pedro J. Pizarro 

The Honorable Holly J. Mitchell

VISION HOPE INSPIRATION 

Make LifeLess Unfair

MICHELSONPHILANTHROPIES.ORG

Alya and Gary Michelson 
co-chairs

We applaud the important work of 
Coro Southern California to develop 
the leaders of tomorrow and
congratulate tonight's honorees. We
thank you for your exemplary leadership
and service to our community.

F E L L O W S  S P O N S O R SF E L L O W S  S P O N S O R S

Metro is proud to support the 
48th Crystal Eagle Awards 
and Southern California’s 
visionary leaders.
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Coro Southern California
is a bright light in challenging times.

 

Congratulations to the 2023

Crystal Eagle Award Honorees! 

Coro Board Member Shari Davis and Michael Dubin

   

Thank you to Coro for honoring great leaders 
who are making such significant contributions 
to the quality of life in Southern California.  
A special shout out to Coro Alumni 
Impact Honoree Holly Mitchell and 
Crystal Eagle Honoree Corinne Verdery!

 

I N  R E C O G N I T I O N  O F  H E R  L E A D E R S H I P  &

I M P A C T  A C R O S S  S O U T H E R N  C A L I F O R N I A

C O N G R A T U L A T E S  T H I S  Y E A R ’ S  H O N O R E E S

C h r i s t i n e  E s s e l

P e d r o  J .  P i z a r r o

  a n d    

C o r i n n e  V e r d e r y

W E  A P P L A U D

H o n .  H o l l y  J .  M i t c h e l l  

 THE RALPH M.  PARSONS FOUNDATION

F E L L O W S  S P O N S O R S

socalgrantmakers.org

SCG mobilizes philanthropy 
to learn and take bold actions 
by fostering an inclusive 
community of members and 
partners.

F E L L O W S  S P O N S O R S



www.moelis.com

Moelis & Company is proud to support 

CORO Southern California 

and congratulates the 2023

• Christine Essel
• Hon. Holly J. Mitchell
• Pedro J. Pizarro
• Corinne Verdery

Crystal Eagle Awards honorees

Thank you for your exemplary leadership 
and commitment to CORO 

Tonight we celebrate 
visionary leaders and 
their transformative 
impact in our community.
Verizon congratulates the 2023 Coro Crystal Eagle 
awards honorees for all their valuable contributions to 
our Los Angeles communities.

F E L L O W S  S P O N S O R S F E L L O W S  S P O N S O R S

Brussels   Chicago   Frankfurt   Houston   London   Los Angeles   Milan   
New York   Palo Alto   Paris   Rome   San Francisco   Washington

Est. 1888  |  1,200 lawyers worldwide

Willkie proudly supports

CORO
Southern California

and joins in saluting 

Corinne Verdery 
Chief Executive Officer, Caruso

and all of this year’s distinguished honorees

48th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala



FRIENDS SPONSORS

AT&T

Avery Dennison Foundation

Collaborate

Grover Burthey

Ian D. Campbell & Erin K. Herndon, M.D.

Kalustian Strategies/Brookhurst Development Corp

Las Virgenes Municipal Water District

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP

Mayer Brown LLP

McCourt Partners

Rodriguez Horii Choi & Cafferata LLP

Ron & Carolyn Greitzer

Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District

Crystal Eagle 
Awards Gala



Avery Dennison salutes

CORO 
Southern 
California 
for its commitment to ethical 
and effective leadership. 

F R I E N D S  S P O N S O R S

Connecting California’s to
greater possibility with AT&T
Fiber
Our fiber network is built to handle. With capacity to carry large amounts of date and
speeds up to 5-Gigs, fiber is the best technology to connect communities for today and
tomorrow’s digital needs.

© 2023 AT&T Intellectual Property. AT&T and Globe logo are registered trademarks and service marks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies.
All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

F R I E N D S  S P O N S O R S

Offering my sincere congratulations to tonight’s 

honorees and Coro’s current Fellows, I am 

thrilled to support Coro’s efforts.

- Grover Burthey



Manatt is proud to support 

CORO Southern California
and congratulates this year’s honorees. 

Together we make 
a difference.

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, llp    manatt.com

mayerbrown.comAmericas | Asia | EMEA

Mayer Brown proudly supports Coro’s vision to develop the next 
generation of leaders to help solve social, economic and political callenges. 

We congratulate tonight’s visionary leaders, including Christine Essel,  
Pedro J. Pizarro and Corinne Verdery.

“LEAD FROM THE BACK AND LET  
OTHERS BELIEVE THEY ARE IN FRONT.” 

— NELSON MANDELA

F R I E N D S  S P O N S O R SF R I E N D S  S P O N S O R S

THANK YOU, CORO,  

FOR INVESTING IN THE FREEDOM OF INQUIRY AND 

BRIDGE-BUILDING ON WHICH DEMOCRACY RELIES

And congratulations to Christine Essel, Pedro Pizarro, 

Corinne Verdery, and the Hon. Holly Mitchell for your 

good work for our community

Ian Campbell & Erin Herndon 



IS PROUD TO SUPPORT

www.rhcclaw.com

CONGRATULATIONS TO CRYSTAL EAGLE AWARDS HONOREES: 

CHRISTINE ESSEL
PEDRO J. PIZARRO

CORINNE VERDERY

AND CORO ALUMNI IMPACT HONOREE

HON. HOLLY J. MITCHELL

CORO
�������������������

48TH ANNUAL

Crystal Eagle Awards Gala

F R I E N D S  S P O N S O R S

Congratulations Natalie and the CORO 

Community on another great year

Ron and Carolyn Greitzer 

Thank you for your extraordinary 
contributions to our community.

We are proud to celebrate your 
leadership and civic impact.

CONGRATULATIONS CORINNE VERDERY 

AND ALL OF THE 2023 CRYSTAL EAGLE HONOREES

F R I E N D S  S P O N S O R S

BDI Events is proud to support the important and 

inspiring work of Coro Southern California.

Congratulations to the honorees, 

 and to the Coro staff, Board and Gala  

committee for an amazing night.



Los Angeles County Supervisor
Hilda L. Solis, First District,

proudly supports CORO's Crystal
Eagle Awards Gala.

@HILDASOLIS

Craig Lawson & Co., LLC congratulates

Corinne Verdery

and all Coro Southern California
Crystal Eagle Awards Honorees!

Craig Lawson & Co., LLC
Land Use Consultants

Congratulations to Coro Southern California 

and thank you to the honorees for their 

leadership in Los Angeles. 

Corinne Verdery

Hon. Holly Mitchell

Pedro Pizarro

Christine Essel

PREMIER SPONSORS

Campbell Strategy & Advocacy

Craig Lawson & Co., LLC | Land Use Consultants

Gensler

Neighborhood Forward

Crystal Eagle 
Awards Gala

P R E M I E R  S P O N S O R S



We are proud to support
the important work of

Congratulations
to Wendy Chang

For your amazing leadership and dedication
 to justice and equity in Los Angeles.

For more than 45 years, Liberty Hill has
served as L.A.’s social justice foundation.

Thank you for being part of the movement.

@libertyhilllibertyhill.org

Congratulations

Gensler celebrates the 2023 Crystal Eagle Awards Honorees 
for their leadership and civic contributions.

   
gensler.com  |  @genslerlosangeles

UC Riverside Student Success Center 

P R E M I E R  S P O N S O R S

Los Angeles County Supervisor
Hilda L. Solis, First District,

proudly supports CORO's Crystal
Eagle Awards Gala.

@HILDASOLIS

AD SUPPORTERS

A.F. Gilmore Company & The Original Farmers Market

Amy & Ted Kahan

The Carol and James Collins Foundation

David Bohnett Foundation

Dirango

Foggy Paxton Consulting, Andrea Foggy-Paxton FP LA 95

The Herb Alpert Foundation

H.O.W. LLC

Linscott, Law & Greenspan, Engineers

Lulu’s Place

Meridian West Associates

Nielsen Merksamer, LLP

Port of Long Beach

SEIU Local 721

Crystal Eagle 
Awards Gala



Congratulations  

to tonight’s honorees:

Corinne Verdery

Pedro Pizarro

Christine Essel

Holly J. Mitchell

- The Carol and James Collins Foundation

A D  S U P P O R T E R SA D  S U P P O R T E R S



Proud to Support

CORO 
SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA 

Congratulations

Christine Essel

Pedro Pizarro

Corinne Verdery

Supervisor Holly Mitchell

Improving Society Through Social ActivismBOHNET TFOUNDAT ION .ORG

A D  S U P P O R T E R SA D  S U P P O R T E R S



Congratulations to our friend

Corinne Verdery

on this well-deserved honor! We’re 

inspired by you and your leadership.

Amy and Ted Kahan

Congratulations to the Awardees!

Supervisor Holly Mitchell, 
Los Angeles County District 2 

Christine Essel, 
President and CEO of Southern California Grantmakers 

Pedro Pizarro, 
President and CEO of Edison International 

Corinne Verdery, 
Chief Executive Officer of Caruso

 
  

Andrea Foggy-Paxton
Founder & CEO, Foggy Paxton Consulting LLC

Coro Southern California Board Member
Fellows Program – LA Class of 1995

Los Angeles County Board of Education

A D  S U P P O R T E R SA D  S U P P O R T E R S



Congratulations  
Supervisor Holly Mitchell  
for receiving this great  
honor, and thank you  
for your leadership in 
creating a better and more  
equitable Los Angeles.

We are excited to collaborate with you 
to expand opportunities for L.A.’s youth 
as we create a world-class athletic and 

academic center at Lulu’s Place.

COMING SOON  

TO LOS ANGELES!
LulusPlace.org

Congratulations!
SEIU Local 721 is a proud supporter of the

CORO’s 47th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala.

Congratulations to all the 
Crystal Eagle Award recipients.

 facebook.com/seiu721        twitter.com/seiu721

D E D I C AT E D  T O  R E L I A B L E  Q U A L I T Y  P U B L I C  S E R V I C E S

www.seiu721.org

A D  S U P P O R T E R SA D  S U P P O R T E R S



Celebrating 
Leadership
The Port of Long Beach works with our education 
community to train the next generations of our 
workforce. We support Coro Southern California’s 
mission and join you in congratulating your honorees 
at the 48th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala.

A D  S U P P O R T E R SA D  S U P P O R T E R S

    

  

Congratulations 
Corinne Verdery  

and Holly Mitchell 
and to all the  

2023 Crystal Eagle Award Recipients 
 

in recognition and support of CORO’s mission to prepare individuals 
for effective and ethical leadership. 

 



Congratulations!
SEIU Local 721 is a proud supporter of

CORO’s 48th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards.

Congratulations to all the 
Crystal Eagle Award honorees.

 facebook.com/seiu721        twitter.com/seiu721

DED I C AT ED  TO  R E L IAB LE  QUAL I T Y  PUBL I C  S ERV I CE S

www.seiu721.org

A D  S U P P O R T E R S

Coro Southern California would like to give 

a special thanks to our 2023 Crystal Eagle 

Award event production partners.

BDI Events

J&M Events

Taglyan Complex

Vince Robbins

info@KWhettam.com  |  213-228-5303  |  kwhettam.com

As LA’s top development 
consulting and permit-
expediting firm, we 
clear bureaucratic hurdles 
to help our clients meet 
tight deadlines and obtain 
approvals on projects big  
and small.

• Due Diligence 
• Permit Expediting 
• Conditional Use Permits/ 

ABC Licenses
• Plan Check 
• Land Use Entitlements 
• Inspections
• Government Relations

Cheers to 
Christine Essel, Pedro J. 
Pizarro and Corinne Verdery 
on your well-deserved 
Crystal Eagle Awards! A 
special congratulations to Corinne, 
with whom KW&A has had the 
pleasure of working over the years. 
It’s been a privilege witnessing 
your brilliant leadership up close. 
Thank you for entrusting us with 
your development consulting & 
expediting needs and for supporting 
a woman-owned business.

A D  S U P P O R T E R S



FOR YOUR PUBLIC SERVICE. 

FROM ALL OF US AT CORO.

TO OUR ELECTED LEADERS

Thank YouThank You



 

 
 
October 5, 2023 
 
Greetings and welcome to Coro Southern California’s 48th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala! 
 
On behalf of the California State Senate District 35, I commend Coro Southern California for its 
commitment to strengthening the democratic process by preparing individuals for effective and 
ethical leadership.  I applaud Coro’s meaningful impact in Southern California by developing 
leaders who collaborate with other to achieve innovative solutions.   
 
I would like to congratulate this year’s Coro Alumni Impact Award Honoree, Los Angeles County 
Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell. Also, kudos to the Crystal Eagle Award Honorees: Christine Essel, 
President and CEO of Southern California Grantmakers, Pedro J. Pizarro, President and CEO of 
Edison International and Corinne Verdery, CEO of Caruso.    
 
Best wishes for another successful event!  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Steven C. Bradford 
CA State Senator, SD 35 
 
 
 
 

 

 

October 5, 2023 
 
Dear Coro Community, 
 
On behalf of the 55th Assembly District, welcome to the 48th Annual Crystal Eagle 
Awards Gala. Tonight is a celebration of individuals that have dedicated themselves 
to democracy and civic duty through ethical leadership. 
 
Coro Southern California has nurtured thousands of civic leaders in government, 
non-profit, business, and elected office who are prepared to lead effectively with 
integrity and purpose. Coro graduates follow in the footsteps of visionary leaders, 
such as those being honored tonight, who have exemplified these qualities in their 
respective organizations. These individuals recognize that true leadership is 
collaborative, inclusive, and uplifts all members of the community. 
  
We extend our sincere congratulations to this year’s Coro Alumni Impact Award 
Honoree, Los Angeles County Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell, as well as to the recipients 
of the Crystal Eagle Award: Christine Essel, President and CEO of Southern 
California Grantmakers; Pedro J. Pizarro, President and CEO of Edison International; 
and Corinne Verdery, Chief Executive Officer of Caruso. 
 
Our SoCal community is stronger for the work Coro Southern California continues to 
do in advancing an innovative approach to leadership that cultivates a successful, 
equitable future for us all.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Isaac G. Bryan 
Majority Leader, 55th Assembly District 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 5, 2023 
 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
Welcome to Coro Southern California’s 48th annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala. 
 
Founded in 1942 to prepare individuals for effective and ethical leadership, Coro has developed an 
alum network of over 10,000 people across numerous sectors, including leaders in business, non-
profit organizations, labor unions, governmental agencies and elected public office. In doing so, 
Coro provides both skills and knowledge to its members through various fellowship programs.  
 
This year's gala recognizes the following visionary leaders for their transformative impact, and are 
the type of leadership Coro Southern California has cultivated decade after decade.  
 

The Honorable Holly J. Mitchell 
Los Angeles County Supervisor, Second District 

Coro Alumni Impact Award Honoree 
 

Christine Essel 
President and CEO of Southern California Grantmakers 

Crystal Eagle Award Honoree 
 

Pedro J. Pizarro 
President and CEO of Edison International 

Crystal Eagle Award Honoree 
 

Corinne Verdery 
Chief Executive Officer of Caruso 
Crystal Eagle Award Honoree 

 
I extend my most sincere congratulations and appreciation to these honorees for their contributions 
and collaborative work in finding creative solutions and strengthening our democracy. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
WENDY CARRILLO  
Assemblywoman, District 52 



 
 
October 5, 2023 
 
 
Coro Southern California 
1000 N. Alameda Street, Suite 240 
Los Angeles, CA, 90012 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
It is with great pleasure that I congratulate Coro Southern California for its 48th annual Crystal 
Eagle Awards Gala celebration at the Taglyan Complex in Los Angeles, California.  
 
For over 75 years, Coro has trained and educated members of the Southern California community. 
The organization has continuously provided individuals with resources and connections to foster 
success and encourage effective and ethical leadership. Through its educational resources, Coro 
dedicates itself to promoting civic engagement and has had a profound effect in the community.  
 
At this year’s celebration, Coro will celebrate and honor Southern California’s finest leaders who 
have contributed substantially to the region. I also highly commend this year’s honorees – 
Christine Essel, Pedro J. Pizarro, and Corinne Vedery – as well as Coro Alumni Impact award 
recipient Hon. Holly J. Mitchell, for their impactful work. These leaders embody the mission of 
Coro and I am overjoyed to recognize them tonight. 
 
On behalf of the United States House of Representatives and the people of the 28th  Congressional 
District, I extend my gratitude to Coro for its many years of service to the community and best 
wishes for its continued success.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
JUDY CHU, Ph.D. 
Member of Congress, 28th District 
 

 

 
MALIA M. COHEN 

CALIFORNIA STATE CONTROLLER 

 

300 Capitol Mall, Suite 1850, Sacramento, CA 95814  P.O. Box 942850, Sacramento, CA 94250  Fax: (916) 322-4404 
sco.ca.gov 

 
 

 
October 5, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
As California’s State Controller and chief fiscal officer, I welcome you to the Coro Southern 
California’s 48th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala. 
 
For more than 65 years, Coro Southern California has demonstrated a history of dedication towards 
cultivating the next generation of civic leaders. Nationally founded in 1942, Coro organized to 
advance the mission of preparing individuals for effective and ethical leadership focused on 
strengthening our democracy. Coro Southern California continues this charge, remaining focused on 
providing leadership development programs throughout Southern California and its alumni serve as 
leaders in nonprofit organizations, labor unions, businesses, and elected public office. 
 
I salute tonight’s honorees – Christine Essel, Crystal Eagle Award; Pedro J. Pizarro, Crystal Eagle 
Award; Corinne Verdery, Crystal Eagle Award; and to my dear friend, the Honorable Holly J. 
Mitchell, Coro Alumni Impact Award. I also commend the board members, leadership, and staff, 
including a very special acknowledgement of my friend and former classmate, President and CEO 
Natalie Samarjian, for their continued vision and service within the Greater Los Angeles community. 
 
Please join me in congratulating Coro Southern California and their honorees. I extend to each of you 
my best wishes for a memorable event. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Malia M. Cohen 

October 5, 2023

Dear Friends:

I extend my sincere congratulations to Coro Southern California (“Coro”) on the
occasion of tonight’s 48th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala.

For more than eight decades, through its values-based leadership training program,
Coro has worked to advance and strengthen our democratic process by investing in our
next generation of leaders. That Coro’s distinguished and diverse alumni occupy so
many important positions across our state is a testament to its singular impact.

I would like to congratulate Coro’s 2023 honorees, whose work inspires us all:

● The Honorable Holly J. Mitchell, Los Angeles County Supervisor, Second District
● Christine Essel, President and CEO of Southern California Grantmakers
● Pedro J. Pizarro, President and CEO of Edison International
● Corinne Verdery, Chief Executive Officer of Caruso

Very truly yours,

HYDEE FELDSTEIN SOTO
Los Angeles City Attorney



 

 

 
 
October 1, 2023 
 
 
 
Coro Southern California 
1000 N. Alameda St. 
Suite 240 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Dear Friends: 
 

It is my distinct pleasure to congratulate you on being part of Coro Southern California, joining the 
innovative community that has developed strong civic leaders and encouraged widespread public 
engagement to strengthen the democratic process in our region for almost five decades. Now in its 48th 
year, Coro’s Annual Crystal Eagle Gala and the accompanying awards ceremony are meant to uplift the 
very best of our region by recognizing exemplary leaders whose legacy in public life represents a 
significant contribution to the common good. 

From business luminaries to nonprofit executives, all of those being honored by Coro Southern 
California in 2023 are dedicated Los Angeles change-makers, and each one is an outstanding celebrant 
for the 2023 Crystal Eagle Awards. I commend each of you for your ongoing partnership and 
participation in the region’s growth and success! 

Like Coro’s Board of Directors and hardworking leadership, each of you have demonstrated 
commitment to the principles of a thriving democracy and exemplified passionate service to those 
around you. I appreciate Coro, as its selection of diverse honorees of such stature offers a great 
inspiration to those seeking positive role models in our community. 

Let me extend my warm wishes to everyone in attendance at this year’s exceptional event. May it 
be a memorable evening, and a milestone on the road of your continued success. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
MIKE A. GIPSON 
Assemblymember, 65th District (CA) 
 

B O A R D  O F S U P E RV I S O R S  

CO UNTY OF LO S ANGELE S 
  

822 KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION/ LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 
Telephone (213) 974-4444 / FAX (213) 229-3676 

  

J A N I C E  H A H N  
Chair  

  
 
October 5, 2023 

 
Dear Friends: 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 48th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala, hosted 
by CORO Southern California. 
 
We gather today to celebrate the ongoing opportunities and resources CORO provides 
the next generations of leaders in our region. Through hands-on, collaborative, cross-
sectoral learning, this organization cultivates young professionals to prepare them to lead 
in their respective fields. Participants of this program all graduate with Coro’s shared 
belief that a single person, with the proper knowledge, skills, and network, is what will 
make our community a better place for all.   
 
It gives me great pleasure to congratulate my dear colleague, The Honorable Holly J. 
Mitchell, Supervisor, Second District, Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, who is 
being recognized with the CORO Alumni Impact Award. I also extend congratulations to 
the rest of today’s honorees: Christine Essel, President and CEO Southern California 
Grantmakers; Pedro J. Pizarro, President and CEO Edison International; Corinne 
Verdery, CEO Caruso. These individuals are recognized for their exemplary leadership 
and contributions to our county and uplifting our community. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

JANICE HAHN 
Chair of the Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 

Corinne



 

 

October 5, 2023 
 
I am honored to greet everyone gathered this evening for Coro’s Southern California 48th Annual 
Crystal Awards Gala. This event has a rich tradition of recognizing exemplary leaders whose 
involvement in public life has made extraordinary contributions to the region.  
 
Coro is a non-profit, non-partisan organization that recruits and develops the next generation of 
emerging leaders by equipping them with the skills, networks, and knowledge to address the 
region's most pressing public policy issues. Coro’s vision is to build a stronger democratic system 
through adaptive, ethical leaders working within and across traditional boundaries to solve social, 
economic, and political challenges.  
 
Coro hosts this dinner each year to present visionary leaders whose 
civic contributions exemplify effective, ethical leadership with the 
Crystal Eagle Award. This prestigious event attracts elected officials, 
non-profit innovators, business leaders, Coro alumni, and friends from 
the Los Angeles area and brings them together to pay tribute to the 
most influential leaders. 
 
Tonight we honor the following award recipients.  
 
Coro Alumni Impact Award 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell  
 
Crystal Eagle Award Honorees 
Christine Essel, President & CEO of Southern California Grantmakers 
Pedro J. Pizarro, President & CEO Edison International 
Corinne Verdery, CEO Caruso 
 
Best wishes and continued success in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Assemblymember Chris Holden 
41st Assembly District 
 
 
 

Hello Friends,

On behalf of the entire Tenth District, It is with great joy that I extend congratulations to Coro
Southern California on the distinguished milestone of their 48th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards
Gala. This event is a testament to your outstanding contributions and unwavering commitment to
our community.

For years, Coro has gifted Angelenos with knowledge, empowering the leaders of our great City
with the resources and tools to find solutions that strengthen its democratic practices and
processes. As Councilwoman for the City of Los Angeles, I applaud you for your continuous efforts
of creating ethical and effective civil leadership within our City.

Today’s Crystal Eagle Awards Gala is about recognizing the exemplary leaders whose involvement
in public life has made a significant contribution to our region. I want to congratulate Christine
Essel, Southern California Grantmakers President and CEO, Pedro J. Pizarro, Edison
International President and CEO, Corinne Verdery, Caruso Chief Executive Officer, and the Los
Angeles Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell for the incredible work they do to empower Angelenos.
Their leadership has not only enriched the lives of countless individuals but has also set a
standard of excellence for others to follow.

As we come together to celebrate the achievements of Coro
Southern California, as well as today’s honorees, I am confident
that this organization will continue to inspire future generations of
leaders for years to come. Because of your collective impact, our
community is immeasurable, and I look forward to witnessing the
positive change you will continue to do.

May today’s celebrations be a time of reflection, gratitude, and
renewed commitment to the values that have guided your
organization for so many years.Once again, congratulations on
this extraordinary achievement. May Coro Southern California
continue to thrive for many years to come!

Have fun!

HEATHER HUTT
Councilwoman, 10th District

October 5th, 2023

Dear Friends: 

It is with pleasure that I welcome everyone to the 48th

Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala. I would like to thank 
Coro Southern California for your dedicated efforts this past 
year and to all who helped make tonight’s event possible.

Since 1942, Coro has remained steadfast in their 
commitment to raising effective and service-minded leaders.
Its programs have empowered participants and equipped 
them with essential skills, knowledge and networks for 
effective leadership in Southern California and beyond. 
Graduates have grown to become invaluable contributors in 
both the public and private sector, and I have no doubt in the positive impact that each 
of you have made. 

I want to especially congratulate this year’s honorees: Christine Essel, Pedro J.
Pizarro, Corinne Verdery and Coro’s Alumni Impact Award Honoree, LA County
Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell. 

As the Representative for California’s 40th Congressional District, I am proud to work 
together in serving Southern California. Once again, congratulations on your many 
achievements, and best wishes for continued success.

Sincerely, 

Young Kim
Member of Congress, 40th District 

CITY HALL
200 N. Spring Street, Room 405
Los Angeles, California 90012
Tel: (213) 473-7012
Fax: (213) 473-6925

COMMUNITY SERVICE CENTER
9207 Oakdale Ave.
Chatsworth, CA 91311
Tel: (818) 882-1212
Fax: (818) 701-5254

Councilmember John S. Lee

Council District Twelve

October 5, 2023

Dear Friends:

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 48th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala! Since 1942, Coro
has been known as the preeminent organization for developing and training the next generation of
leaders in public affairs and I am proud to offer my continuing support of Coro today.

Throughout my career, I have worked with outstanding Coro alumni who are working to create
meaningful change in our communities and across Los Angeles. I want to commend Coro
President & CEO Natalie Samarjian for her exceptional leadership which continues to move the
organization forward and produce new, passionate, and thoughtful leaders ready to engage on
today’s toughest public policy challenges.

I would also like to congratulate this year’s award recipients: Christine Essel, President & CEO of
Southern California Grantmakers; Pedro J. Pizarro, President and CEO of Edison International;
Corinne Verdery, Chief Executive Officer at Caruso. I would also like to congratulate the
Honorable Holly J. Mitchell, Supervisor for the Second District of Los Angeles County for
receiving the Coro Alumni Impact Award.

Congratulations to everyone who made tonight possible.

Sincerely,

JOHN S. LEE
Councilmember, Twelfth District



 
September 12, 2023 

   
Dear Friends, 
 

Congratulations to Coro Southern California for hosting its 48th annual Crystal Eagle 
Awards Gala. This event provides a wonderful opportunity to recognize leaders across Southern  
California who have risen to the occasion and made an impact in our community.  
 

As a Coro Alumnus myself, I have seen firsthand Coro Southern California’s 
commitment to developing the next generation of civic leaders. I applaud the hard work and 
collaboration that goes into uplifting and equipping our future leaders. 
 

I would also like to recognize this year’s esteemed honorees, Los Angeles County 
Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell, President and CEO of Southern California Grantmakers Christine 
Essel, President and CEO of Edison International Pedro J. Pizarro, and Chief Executive Officer 
of Caruso Corinne Verdery. These individuals have made meaningful contributions to public life 
through their dedication to Coro’s values and exceptional service to the region. 

 
     Sincerely, 

 
     Mike Levin 
     Member of Congress 
 

 
 

FFiioonnaa  MMaa,,  CCPPAA  
Treasurer 

State of California 

901 P Street, Suite 411B Sacramento, CA 95814  P.O. Box 942809 Sacramento, CA 95814  (916) 653-2995 
www.treasurer.ca.gov 

 
October 5, 2023 
 
Dear Friends,   
 
As the 34th Treasurer of the State of California, it is my pleasure to join 
Coro Southern California in celebration of its 48th Annual Crystal Eagle 
Awards Gala.  
 
Coro has been inspiring policy innovation and ethical leadership among 
Southern California’s communities since 1942. In collaboration with local 
businesses, schools, unions, governments, and non-profits in California, 
Coro continues to strengthen the democratic process with a diverse set of 
experienced, passionate, and effective leaders dedicated to transforming 
today’s challenges into tomorrow’s solutions. 
 
It is my honor to extend my sincere congratulations to this year’s 
honorees: 
 
Crystal Eagle Award Christine Essel 

President & Chief Executive Officer, Southern California Grantmakers 

 Pedro J. Pizarro 
President & Chief Executive Officer, Edison International 

 Corinne Verdery 
Chief Executive Officer, Caruso 
 

Alumni Impact Award Honorable Holly J. Mitchell 
Supervisor, Second District, Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
 

Thank you for taking part in this wonderful celebration of California’s trailblazers dedicated to 
enriching the vibrancy and diversity of the Golden State. I extend my sincere best wishes for a 
successful event and many more years of service. 
 
In Peace and Friendship, 
 
 
 
 
 
FIONA MA, CPA 
California State Treasurer 



October 5, 2023

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the City of Los Angeles and the One-Five, welcome to CORO’s 48th 
Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala.

I commend Coro for encouraging the next generation of diverse leaders. Through their 
hands-on, collaborative, and cross-sectional training and programs, they have been 
able to prepare the next group of leaders for success and to help them reach their 
goals. 

My sincere congratulations to this year’s Crystal Eagle Award Honorees: Christine 
Essel, President and CEO of Southern California Grantmakers; Pedro J. Pizarro, 
President and CEO of Edison International; Corinne Verdery, Chief Executive Officer 
of Caruso; and this year’s Coro Alumni Impact Honoree: Hon. Holly J. Mitchell, L.A. 
County Supervisor, 2nd District. 

Best wishes for a memorable and enjoyable gala! 

TIM McOSKER
Councilmember, 15th District

Dear friends of democracy:

In the darkest days of World War II, the founders of Coro resolved to invest in training
the public-spirited peacetime leaders America would need in government, business and
labor. Generations of Coro graduates have sustained that spirit. Their work has been
particularly influential in Southern California.

The Coro Alumni Impact Award is a fitting recognition for Holly J. Mitchell, one of the
five women leaders serving on the Board of Supervisors of the largest County in
America. She exemplifies the courage, character and skills honed through the Coro
experience. The Crystal Eagle Award winners Christine Essel, Pedro J. Pizarro and
Corinne Verdery have all made significant philanthropy and corporate contributions to
the civic life of our region.

In honoring civic leaders, of course, we cannot lose sight of the dire challenges
confronting us all,including the planetary emergency of climate change; the shame of
widespread homelessness and housing insecurity; and the urgent need for
transparency and accountability in our public institutions that have suffered a
devastating loss of citizen trust.

The answer is the same as it was in 1942: invest in future leaders with the vision,
integrity and tools to build a more equitable and sustainable Southern California as a
model for the world.

Kenneth Mejia, CPA

City Controller

 
October 5, 2023 
 

 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
Please accept my warmest wishes and congratulations as Coro Southern California celebrates its  
48th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards.  
 
I commend Coro Southern California for its commitment to strengthening the democratic process. As 
an alumnus of the CORO Fellows Program, I know first-hand how important your work is in 
preparing the next generation of leaders for ethical and effective service. 
 
Congratulations to this year’s honorees, Los Angeles County Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell;  
Christine Essel, President and CEO of Southern California Grantmakers; Pedro J. Pizarro, President 
and CEO of Edison International; and Corinne Verdery, Chief Executive Office of Caruso.  
 
Thank you for all of your hard work and dedication. Best wishes for a successful and memorable 
event.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 

 
AL MURATSUCHI 
Assemblymember, 66th District 
 
 
 

GOVERNOR GAVIN NEWSOM • SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 • (916) 445-2841 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  

 
 

October 5, 2023 
 
 

48th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala 
 
 
On behalf of the state of California, it is my pleasure to welcome those gathered 
for the 48th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala. 
  
For over 75 years, Coro has been a powerful force for realizing the potential of 
our future leaders and equipping the next generation with the skills needed to 
combat our society’s most pressing challenges. The state of California is made 
undeniably stronger by the many individuals whose lives Coro has touched. 
  
I also wish to extend my sincere congratulations to this year’s honorees: Christine 
Essel, Pedro J. Pizarro, Corinne Verdery, and Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell for their 
visionary leadership and steadfast commitment to building a California for all. 
  
Finally, I send my gratitude to the Coro staff and alumni who have made 
tonight’s event possible and do the work everyday to fulfill Coro’s critical 
mission. On behalf of the state of California, please accept my best wishes for a 
successful and memorable evening. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Gavin Newsom 
Governor of California 

 



 
 
October 5, 2023 
 
  
Dear Friends, 
 
Welcome to Coro Southern California’s 48th annual Crystal 
Eagle Awards Gala!  
 
I commend Coro Southern California for its continued efforts 
and successes in forming exemplary civic leaders all throughout 
our region whilst facilitating great public engagement and 
change. As the Assemblywoman of California’s 73rd District, it is 
with great gratitude and appreciation that I recognize the 
immense work put towards continually establishing community 
participation among the diverse population of our state. 
 
Congratulations to this year’s honorees – Christine Essel, Pedro J. Pizarro, Corinne Verdery, 
and Holly J. Mitchell – for their demonstrated commitment to Coro’s principles and community 
service.  
 
I know this event will be a memorable one, and I wish you all continued success in the years to 
come. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cottie Petrie-Norris 
California State Assemblywoman 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 5, 2023 
 
Coro Southern California 
1201 Vine St.  
Los Angeles, CA 90038 
 
Dear Friends, 
  
It is with great joy and enthusiasm that I join you in celebrating the 48th Annual Crystal 
Eagle Awards Gala. 
 

Coro’s steadfast commitment to fostering leadership and civic engagement has had a 
profound effect on the leaders of Southern California. The organization’s dedication to 
cultivating future leaders and empowering individuals is admirable.  
 

I extend my heartfelt appreciation to the organizers of this gala for their tireless efforts that 
have made this evening possible. As we look back with pride on the significant impacts of 
Coro’s work, let us continue supporting this noble cause and advance positive changes to the 
State of California. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Hon. Anthony J. Portantino 
Senator, 25th District 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

October 5, 2023 
 
 
 
Coro Southern California 
1000 N. Alameda Street, Suite 240 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
 
 
Dear Friends and Honored Guests,  
 
On behalf of the Office of the Los Angeles County Assessor, it is my great 
pleasure to welcome you to the 48th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala 
hosted by Coro Southern California.  
 
It is a privilege to share this space with so many distinguished leaders and 
change makers who are committed to leading by the Coro standard of 
effective and ethical leaderships. Our communities require leaders with the 
skills to drive innovative solutions to address our most pressing challenges 
and we have Coro to thank for their impact here in Los Angeles.  
 
I join you in extending my congratulations to this year’s honorees: Los 
Angeles County Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell, Second District; 
Christine Essel, President and CEO of Southern California Grantmakers; 
Pedro J. Pizarro, President and CEO of Edison International; and 
Corinne Verdery, Chief Executive Officer of Caruso. 
 
Thank you for all your leadership and thank you to Coro for your cultivation of our future leaders in public 
service. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
JEFF PRANG  
Assessor 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
October 5, 2023 
 
 
 
Coro Southern California 
1000 N. Alameda Street, Suite 240 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
On behalf of the California State Assembly, it gives me great honor to welcome you all to the 
48th annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala presented by Coro Southern California.  
 
I commend Coro Southern California for its commitment to developing the next generation of 
leaders since 1942. Through their programs like Youth Fellows and Women in Leadership, Coro 
Southern California has worked to ensure that the next generation of leaders is a diverse group of 
individuals. I am proud of what Coro Southern California has done to ensure the posterity of our 
democratic institutions and the future leadership of Southern California as a whole.  
 
Today, we are here to congratulate Los Angeles County Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell, Second 
District; Christine Essel, President and CEO of Southern California Grantmakers; Pedro J. 
Pizarro, President and CEO of Edison International; and Corinne Verdery, Chief Executive 
Officer of Caruso. They have demonstrated exceptional leadership, and I thank them for their 
outstanding contributions to the Southern California Community. 
 
 
With my warmest regards, 

R 
ELOISE GÓMEZ REYES 
Majority Leader Emeritus, 50th District 
 



 

 

 
Thursday, October 5, 2023 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Welcome to Coro Southern California’s 48th annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala. 
 
I commend Coro Southern California for its dedication to developing civic leaders and encouraging public 
engagement to strengthen our democratic process.  
 
As the Assemblywoman for the 43rd District, I applaud you for your sustained efforts of cultivating effective and 
ethical leadership that contributes to enhanced participation in diverse communities throughout our Golden State.  
 
The Crystal Eagle Awards Gala has become a hallmark event in Southern California, where we come together to 
acknowledge and applaud the remarkable achievements of leaders who have made a significant impact on our 
communities. This year, we are thrilled to join you in recognizing individuals whose dedication, vision, and 
unwavering commitment have positively influenced countless lives.  
 
I want to offer my sincerest congratulations to this year’s inspiring honorees: 
  

Coro Alumni Impact Award Honoree: 
 Los Angeles County Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell, Second District 

 
      Crystal Eagle Award Honorees: 

 Christine Essel, President and CEO of Southern California Grantmakers 
 Pedro J. Pizarro, President and CEO of Edison International 
 Corinne Verdery, Chief Executive Officer of Caruso 

 
Our distinguished recipients of the Coro Alumni Impact Award and the Crystal Eagle Award have been 
instrumental in driving positive change across their respective disciplines and fields. Through their visionary 
leadership, they have demonstrated how dedication and innovation can uplift and enrich the lives of individuals 
and families in Southern California. 
 
Once again, congratulations on this well-deserved celebration, and thank you for your remarkable contributions 
to The Golden State. 
 
Respectfully, 

  
LUZ RIVAS 
Assemblywoman, 43rd District 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 5, 2023 
 
Dear Friends:  
 
Welcome to Coro Southern California’s 48th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala! 
 
As Assemblymember for the 53rd District, I am pleased to congratulate Coro Southern California 
for their efforts to cultivate civic leaders and encourage public engagement. Thank you for 
strengthening the democratic process throughout our Golden State.  
 
Congratulations to this year’s distinguished honorees – Los Angeles County Supervisor Holly J. 
Mitchell, Christine Essel, Pedro J. Pizarro, and Corinne Verdery – for their efforts to empower 
and engage our communities while serving as examples of effective and ethical leadership across 
our region.  
 
Best wishes for continued success! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
FREDDIE RODRIGUEZ 
Assemblymember, 53rd District 
Chair, Assembly Committee on Emergency Management 
 
FR/cc 

MONICA RODRIGUEZ
COUNCILWOMAN, 7TH DISTRICT

October 5, 2023

Dear Friends:

It is with great pleasure to welcome you to Coro Southern California’s 48th Annual Crystal
Eagle Awards Gala celebrating excellence in public service.

As Coro honors and celebrates those who have brought excellence to public service, I want to
acknowledge Coro’s 66 years of extraordinary work developing our future leaders and making an
extraordinary impact to Southern California communities. Coro’s mission brings individuals
from different sectors through collaboration to drive innovative solutions.

I am honored to extend congratulations to this year’s Crystal Eagle Award honorees: Christine
Essel, President and CEO of Southern California Grantmakers; Pedro J. Pizarro, President and
CEO of Edison International; Corinne Verdery, Chief Executive Officer of Caruso; and a special
congratulations to Los Angeles County Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell, Second District as she is
honored as this year’s recipient of the Coro Alumni Impact award. Thank you all for your
leadership and dedication to our communities.

I extend best wishes for a most successful and memorable event!

Sincerely,

Monica Rodriguez
Los Angeles City Councilwoman, 7th District



 

BER: DA 

August 24, 2023 
 

Message from Assemblywoman Blanca E. Rubio 
 Celebrating Coro’s 48th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala 2023 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
It is an immense honor to extend my warmest greetings as you celebrate Coro’s 48th Annual 
Crystal Eagle Awards Gala.  
 
As an Assemblywoman in the California State Legislature, I commend Coro Southern 
California for their unwavering support to our outstanding leaders and neighborhoods in the 
San Gabriel Valley and Greater Los Angeles. The success of our visionary heroes is 
incredibly important as it reflects the life-long success of our nation. We appreciate Coro’s 
investment in empowering our community leaders and meeting the needs of our residents.  
 
On behalf of State of California and residents of the 48th Assembly District, it is with great 
pleasure that I offer my best wishes to the esteemed honorees: Los Angeles County 
Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell, Second District and our Crystal Eagle Award Recipients.  
 
Thank you to our impactful leaders for all they do in our communities! Together, we can 
continue to uplift our residents across the golden state.  
 
Sincerely, 

  
 
Blanca E. Rubio 
Assemblywoman, 48th District of California 

 

October 5, 2023 

 

Dear Friends: 

 

It is with great pleasure and enthusiasm that I extend my warmest greetings to Coro Southern California and 
congratulate you for your 48th annual Crystal Eagle Awards.  

Throughout the years, Coro Southern California has played a pivotal role in nurturing effective and principled 
leaders. Your commitment to empowering individuals from diverse backgrounds and nurturing ethical 
leadership has been a driving force behind a more vibrant Golden State. I commend and honor your 
enduring commitment to strengthening our communities through knowledge, empowerment, and 
inclusivity. Your tireless work has sowed the seeds of positive change, and the impact of your programs 
resonates far beyond the boundaries of our great state. 

On this momentous occasion, I would like to acknowledge and celebrate the remarkable achievements of 
this year's Alumni Impact Award Honoree – Los Angeles County Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell, Second District. 
In addition, the distinguished Eagle Award Honorees - Christine Essel, President and CEO of Southern 
California Grantmakers; Pedro J. Pizarro, President and CEO of Edison International; and Corinne Verdery, 
Chief Executive Officer of Caruso. Their commitment to Coro's principles and their exceptional service to the 
community are a testament to the transformative power of purpose-driven leadership. 

To all those attending tonight's gala, I extend my heartfelt congratulations and best wishes for a truly 
memorable event.  

 
With warm regards, 

 
Senator Susan Rubio  
Senate District 22 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 5, 2023 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings to all those attending the 48th Annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala! I would like to thank Coro Southern 
California for hosting this event, which recognizes individuals for respected leadership in their respective fields. 
 
Since its inception in 1957, Coro Southern California has developed effective leaders by equipping them with the 
skills, networks, and determination to solve the social, economic, and political challenges that our region faces. I 
look forward to working with tomorrow’s leaders to better the state of California and the 54th Assembly District in 
Los Angeles in the years to come. 
 
Congratulations to this year’s honorees for being recognized for their effective leadership and dynamic 
community involvement. These outstanding leaders have demonstrated an unwavering commitment to making a 
difference for the public good: 
 

Crystal Eagle Award — Christine Essel 
Crystal Eagle Award — Pedro J. Pizarro 
Crystal Eagle Award — Corinne Verdery 

Coro Alumni Impact Award — Hon. Holly J. Mitchell 
 
Congratulations and please accept my best wishes for continued success! 
 
Sincerely, 
S 

Assembly Member, 54th District 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES  

866 KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION / LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 / (213) 974-1111 
 
 

HILDA L. SOLIS 
SUPERVISOR, FIRST DISTRICT  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 5, 2023 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Serving as the Supervisor of Los Angeles County’s First District has given me the privilege of 
creating a significant impact for the better livelihood of Angelenos through community-based 
partnerships. This has also granted me the opportunity to work alongside committed leaders 
focused on establishing a more equitable and just society. On behalf of the First District, I 
congratulate all of tonight’s honorees for being recognized at Coro’s 48th Annual Crystal Eagle 
Awards Gala.  
 
For the past 75 years, Coro has empowered individuals by preparing them with mentorship to 
become great leaders in their communities, businesses, and beyond. However, for the past 48 
years, Coro has recognized inspirational leaders who have exemplified the values of Coro’s 
vision of leadership by creating a remarkable impact in Southern California.  
 
I am overjoyed to see my colleague Supervisor Holly Mitchell receive the Alumni Impact 
Award. Her caring, hardworking, and passionate spirit has allowed her to carry success for the 
families who call the Second District home. Like Supervisor Mitchell, each of tonight’s honorees 
has a wealth of wisdom, creativity, and passion. Leaders like you inspire me every day, and I 
applaud you all. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District 
Board of Supervisors 



 

 
 
Welcome to Coro Southern California’s 48th annual Crystal Eagle Awards Gala.  
 
As the Senator for the 27th Senate District, I applaud Coro Southern California for its dedication in 
elevating inspirational and ethical leadership that contributes to enhanced participation in diverse 
communities throughout our Golden State.  
 
Coro Southern California has been a driving force of alliance building throughout the nation. We 
celebrate this long-standing commitment to developing civic leaders and encouraging public 
engagement to strengthen the democratic process in our communities. 
 
Congratulations to this year’s influential honorees – President and CEO of Southern California 
Grantmakers, Christine Essel; President and CEO of Edison International, Pedro J. Pizzaro; Chief 
Executive Officer of Caruso, Corinne Verdery – for their continued involvement to Coro’s coalition 
and public life.  
 
I look forward to seeing Coro’s continued success and the development of their successful leaders.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Henry Stern 
State Senator, 27th District 
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